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A democracy made
of cardboard

scene believed that the return of President Aristide last

October would mean that the struggle for democracy
was over. The restoration of the legitimate president was a
step forward, but just a step. Six months later, few could have
imagined that the balance sheet would make such depressing
reading.

With a short or long term perspective, at the level of formal
or grassroots democracy—whichever way one looks at it—
there is cause for serious concern.

The immediate demands and expectations of Haitians who
suffered during the three year coup regime remain unanswered,
unfulfilled. Victims of human rights abuses committed by the
Haitian military are still awaiting justice. FRAPH members
and other pro coup thugs remain at large, and right wing vio-
lence is now on the increase again. The economic situation,
already dire following UN sanctions, continues to deteriorate.

In this context the outlook for the parliamentary and local
elections due in June is far from rosy. On the one hand there
is a genuine fear that supporters of the coup regime will use vi-
olence to disrupt campaigning and polling. On the other, a
daily struggle to eke out a living leaves people with little time
or energy for politics.

N obody with an understanding of the Haitian political

The low turn out for voter registration indicates a lack of en-
thusiasm for the elections that may go deeper still. One man
told Associated Press, “I voted in 1987 and it ended in blood.
My choice for president in 1990 was ousted by the army. What
good does voting do?”

He may well ask, for although Aristide is back there is little
sign of the programme he was elected to carry out. It’s true that
Aristide has split the Haitian military into a civilian-controlled
police and a much reduced army. But every other principle and
point of the 1990 Lavalas election platform appears to have been
vetoed by the US advisers and planners who now call the shots.

The themes, ‘Justice, Openness and Participation’, which
heralded a new society to be built by the previously disen-
franchised poor majority, are out of place in today’s Haiti. In-
stead UN troops are overseeing a political solution of
reconciliation with those who backed the coup, and an eco-
nomic plan directed by the World Bank, the IMF and the US
Agency for International Development.

What future for Haitian democracy when US Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Strobe Talbott, can openly boast at March’s
Senate Foreign Affairs Committee meeting, “I assure you, Mr
Chairman, even after our exit in February 1996 we will remain

in charge by means of USAID and the private sector.”
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~ During the coup years life wa hard for

 Haitian artists. Tourism fell to an all time
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livelihoods and due to the embargo materi-

_ als became scarce. This affected the metal

workers of Croix-des-Bouquets dramati-

_ cally as the oil embargo reduced the nnporf

of oil drums to nil. Some began to experi-
ment with sheet metal, and Bien-Aimé

began incorporating other bits of scrap.

metal in his work—car parts and wheel
hubs. Sequins also became very rare and in
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much larger sequins in order to cover
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unattractive but are considered a rarity as

they are a product of those three hard
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Now, since Aristide’s retutn, hfe has cer-
tainly improved for the artists. Materials

~ are more readily available and the market

is picking up again due to an increase in
foreign visitors. Whether the artists contin-

_ ue to be exploited for their ‘naivety’, or
 begin to take their production and distribu-
 tion into their own hands, relates to a

wider question—when will Haitian work- '

_ ing people as a whole gain control over

their own economic future?
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hristian Wisskirchen, who

visited Haiti in January,

found growing opposition to
US economic plans.

President Aristide has returned and UN
sanctions have been lifted but the
prices of staple foods such as rice, corn
and beans are up, the hours of elec-
tricity each day are down again, and
there is a general deterioration in the
economic situation. Many Haitians are
asking themselves what has improved
apart from a certain decrease in the
number of human rights violations.

The international community has
been quick to make promises and slow
to deliver on them. The government
has agreed to the IMF/World Bank
structural adjustment plan yet little of
the US$900 million that is supposed to
flow into Haiti has so far arrived.

Some believe that, since privatisation
is at the centre of the plan, the money,
rather than being used to build a long-
term future for the country, will
anyway end up lining the pockets of
the rich. According to the US Agency
for International Development
(USAID) the idea is to “prevent in-
creased concentration of wealth”,
but—as Ed Vulliamy pointed out in
The Observer last October—“quite
how the population...are to raise
enough money to join a shareholders’
democracy is left to the imagination”.

It is not surprising that the patience
of many poor Haitians is running out.
While the majority are suffering, those
who supported the coup are still get-
ting richer by aligning themselves with
the US-led drive for an export-oriented
economy. As far as the few super-rich
and their US business friends are con-
cerned, developing Haiti means little
more than investing in the Port-au-
Prince industrial park.

Haiti’s only resource is its people,
two-thirds of them peasants, and the
fight is on over how it will be used.
Those who fought to bring about polit-
ical change during the 1980s, and who
then survived three years of systematic
attempts to destroy the nascent self-help
structures, are not giving up now.

Chavannes Jean-Baptiste, leader of
the largest peasant organisation, the
MPP (Peasant Movement of Papaye),
is acutely aware of the dangers of US-
led structural adjustment. “They want
to make Haiti into a vast American
market, where Haitians consume
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American products, where Haitians
work for Americans. To do that they
have to destroy our food self-suffi-
ciency, combat our own development
plans and make us dependent on
them....It’s a plan for the death of the
Haitian people”.

Yet Jean-Baptiste exudes confidence,
claiming that the MPP was not as hard
hit during the coup years as many
thought. While the destruction and
theft of property damaged the organi-
sation considerably, very few members
joined the paramilitaries or fled—
thanks to the MPP’s provision of safe
houses and other security measures.

Jean-Baptiste believes that they can
rebuild quicker than expected, and
points out that all the gwoupmans
(small peasant co-operatives) have al-
ready resumed work. They will how-
ever not be dropping their guard. For
example, the location of their offices
will not be publicised unnecessarily.

Ignoring the MPP’s concerns, Sarah
Clark, deputy director of USAID in
Haiti, declares that Haitian and US in-
terests are the same. She believes that
this is now Haiti’s “last best shot”, be-
cause “how many more times will out-
side powers come in and make this
kind of commitment?”

In Mare Rouge, in the north-west,
however, even the remotest peasant is
doubtful about such commitment.

Father Brunet Chérisol, who together
with the local population has built a
clinic, a teacher training centre and a
local radio station, is clear that US
policies are ignoring local people. The
peasants he works with told of their
humiliation at being dependent on a
US aid agency for food. They would
prefer to get the raw ingredients and
cook the food themselves.

The US is using a lot of money to co-
opt local leaders and turn them into
agents of their ‘development’ plan, but
they may once again underestimate the
capability of Haitians to subvert these
policies. The first round in the devel-
opment battle has gone to the donor
governments who tied the Aristide gov-
ernment to structural adjustment. The
next round will feature another
player—the Haitian people who are
fed up with plans made abroad for the
benefit of the “blancs”.

B Faudener Simon, a driver for the MPP since
1990, was shot dead in Port-au-Prince on
March 1. Chavannes Jean-Baptiste issued the
following statement, “Faudener’s death is a
blow to MPP, to the popular movement, and
to democracy based on participation by the
people. This cowardly killing clearly shows
that the macoute forces are not participating
in reconciliation. On the contrary, they con-
tinue to kill, to intimidate, and to block the
road to democracy. His killing is a warning
to MPP from the forces of death.” Jean-Bap-
tiste called for increased vigilance by democ-
ratic community groups.
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Haiti: Photos Paintings Ironworks
27 April—17 June 1995

The Haiti Support Group
in collaboration with the
October Gallery presents:

As well as paintings and ironworks by Haitian artists, the exhibition
features photographs of Haiti by twenty international photojournalists,
here previewed by The Guardian's Maggie 0'Kane

“I was trying to photograph a body of a
man who bhad been shot in the head and
dumped on the streets and I felt someone
tapping hard on my shoulder. I turned
round and there was this old woman trying
to sell me a thermos flask.”

American photographer Michelle Frank-
furter's experience of working in Haiti gives
some insight into the brutal and crazy years
between 1986 and 1995 when the work for
this exhibition was produced.

Since ‘Baby Doc’ Duvalier's flight into

The October Gallery, 24 Old
Gloucester Street, London WC1N 3AL.
Tel: 0171 242 7367 ® Gallery opening

hours: Tuesday—Saturday 12.30—S5.30pm

exile in France, there have been thousands of
bodies to photograph in the street - the lady
with the thermos flask has seen it all before.

The darkness of those years is captured in
Alex Webb and Maggie Steber's brooding
and saturated cibachromes, and Jerry
Berndt's almost surreal reflections of the
Haitian condition. But this is also an exhibi-
tion about life and sustaining it in a country
that has been choking on terror and ex-
hausted by poverty for generations.

There have been times in these years when
Haiti's people did get the chance to
breath. The jubilant elections in 1990
when Aristide gained power have
been recorded by Minotti Bucco and
Marc French, whilst Aristide's
strangely subdued return in October

Above: Flood in downtown
Port-au-Prince, October 1994,
@ Photo by Rob Huibers

1994 is portrayed in the photographs of a
stunned nation pressed up against the bars of
the Presidential Palace -not quite believing
what they are seeing.

The real celebration of this exhibition is
that it is happening. The days when fingers
were waved at photographers like Maggie
Steber by people who said they would re-
member her face are over. The sombre pho-
tographs reflecting the dark nights when
no-one moved after nightfall are also past -
for now.

This exhibition is a celebration of life and
art. Haiti is still in danger. There are those
within the country that wish to see its fragile
rebirth into democracy ripped apart. Those
are photographs that, hopefully, will never
be taken.




‘OUR HOUSE

IN HAITF

During Bishop Romelus of Jérémie's visit to the parish of St Margaret
Mary's, Liverpool, in November last year, the Faith and Justice Group ac-
cepted a challenge—to raise £4000 to build a house for a woman in the
Bishop's diocese. The woman, already the mother of six children, recently

‘Beyond the
mountain,

another
mountain’

Following successful runs in
Cardiff and London this exhi-
bition of photographs from
Haiti will now tour around the
country. The exhibition is rais-
ing money for a school in the
small town of Limbe in north-
ern Haiti.

The exhibition comprises 75 large
format photographs of Haiti and its
people, accompanied by extensive
text covering Haiti's history, politics,
culture and religion.

Proceeds from the touring exhibi-

tion and the sale of souvenir pho-
tographs will go directly to support
L'Ecole Bethseda, a primary school
founded in 1986 by Francilien Paul
in his home town of Limbe. Paul,
who fled Haiti at the time of the
1991 coup and is at present living in
Cardiff, hopes to raise £7,000 for the
repair and upkeep of the school.
M For more details about the exhibi-
tion contact Phil Cope, photographer
and coordinator of the Valley and
Vale community arts team based near
Cardiff, on 01656 871911.
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gave birth to quads. The group
named the project “Our house in
Haiti” and approached all sections
of the parish to assist.

All parishioners were asked to buy
bricks at £5 each and over the next
months a variety of fund-raising ac-
tivities took place: women's and
youth groups organised sponsored
walks, the Brownies a “Bring and
Buy” sale, the local Junior School
a no-uniform day, and so on.

So far £9000 has been raised
thanks to generous donations and
much effort on behalf of participat-
ing parishioners. The Faith and Jus-
tice Group hope to close the appeal
at £10,000. B Contact Veronica
McAllister, St Margaret Mary's,
Pilch Lane, Liverpool L14 0]G.

Haiti at the
crossroads

As part of the programme
Latin American Saturdays
organised by The City Lit
and the Latin America
Bureau, the Haiti Support
Group will host a day
school, ‘Haiti at the cross-
roads’, on Saturday 20 May.
After last year's US interven-
tion and the return of
President Aristide, members
of the Haiti Support Group
will discuss the prospects for
genuine democracy and
social justice. With video and
slides.

The Venue: The City Lit,
Stukeley Street, London
WC2. Tel: 0171 242 9872
Course: Haiti at the cross-
roads. (SH1461)

Saturday 20 May 10.30—
16.30. Fee £17.50 (£9.25
concessions)
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American products, where Haitians
work for Americans. To do that they
have to destroy our food self-suffi-
ciency, combat our own development
plans and make us dependent on
them....It’s a plan for the death of the
Haitian people”.

Yet Jean-Baptiste exudes confidence,
claiming that the MPP was not as hard
hit during the coup years as many
thought. While the destruction and
theft of property damaged the organi-
sation considerably, very few members
joined the paramilitaries or fled—
thanks to the MPP’s provision of safe
houses and other security measures.

Jean-Baptiste believes that they can
rebuild quicker than expected, and
points out that all the gwoupmans
(small peasant co-operatives) have al-
ready resumed work. They will how-
ever not be dropping their guard. For
example, the location of their offices
will not be publicised unnecessarily.

Ignoring the MPP’s concerns, Sarah
Clark, deputy director of USAID in
Haiti, declares that Haitian and US in-
terests are the same. She believes that
this is now Haiti’s “last best shot”, be-
cause “how many more times will out-
side powers come in and make this
kind of commitment?”

In Mare Rouge, in the north-west,
however, even the remotest peasant is
doubtful about such commitment.

Father Brunet Chérisol, who together
with the local population has built a
clinic, a teacher training centre and a
local radio station, is clear that US
policies are ignoring local people. The
peasants he works with told of their
humiliation at being dependent on a
US aid agency for food. They would
prefer to get the raw ingredients and
cook the food themselves.

The US is using a lot of money to co-
opt local leaders and turn them into
agents of their ‘development’ plan, but
they may once again underestimate the
capability of Haitians to subvert these
policies. The first round in the devel-
opment battle has gone to the donor
governments who tied the Aristide gov-
ernment to structural adjustment. The
next round will feature another
player—the Haitian people who are
fed up with plans made abroad for the
benefit of the “blancs”.

B Faudener Simon, a driver for the MPP since
1990, was shot dead in Port-au-Prince on
March 1. Chavannes Jean-Baptiste issued the
following statement, “Faudener’s death is a
blow to MPP, to the popular movement, and
to democracy based on participation by the
people. This cowardly killing clearly shows
that the macoute forces are not participating
in reconciliation. On the contrary, they con-
tinue to kill, to intimidate, and to block the
road to democracy. His killing is a warning
to MPP from the forces of death.” Jean-Bap-
tiste called for increased vigilance by democ-
ratic community groups.
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