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Aristide mural - Léogdne 1991. Here we go again.
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Collapse of Parliament
heralds Aristide comeback

he political crisis, simmering for the best part of two years, fi-

nally came to the boil in January. Parliamentary elections due in

1997 and 1998 had been cancelled, and the existing Parliament
had rejected several attempts by the President to appoint a Prime
Minister to replace the last one who resigned as long ago as June
1997.

So, on 11 January, President René Préval in an attempt to break out
of the stalemate, declared that, according to a 1995 electoral law,
the terms of most remaining members of Parliament and other elected
local officials had expired. In a televised address Préval said that in
the absence of a functioning Parliament he himself would appoint a
PM, and together they would rule by decree, pending fresh elections.

Critics, in both Haiti and the United States, charged that Préval
had staged a coup, and was preparing the way for a return to dicta-
torship. Half of the remaining MPs, nearly all belonging to the ma-
jority party, the OPL, refused to recognise that their mandate was
over, and, together with a host of tiny centre and right wing parties,
appealed to all and sundry to save Haiti’s democracy. While the US
Republican Party was quick to use this as a stick with which to beat
US President Clinton, the UN Security Council and European Union
Presidency deemed it sufficient to issue declarations voicing their con-
cern and hoping that elections would be held as soon as possible.

Despite the continuing protests of recalcitrant former MPs, the life
of Haiti’s 46th Parliament seems over, and the stage is now set for an
open contest between, on one side, former President Aristide’s new
party, Fanmi Lavalas, and on the other, the OPL and most of the

other parties. These parties, dismissively known in Haiti as ‘parti-
cles’, lack any real measure of popular support. Many of them are led
by opportunist politicians who supported the 1991 coup and, as such,
are almost totally discredited. It is anticipated that they will come to-
gether in an electoral coalition, together with the OPL, in an attempt
to defeat Aristide’s party.

Since relinquishing the Presidency in February 1996, Aristide has
sought to distance himself from his erstwhile allies, the OPL, who
have controlled the Government since the last general elections in
1995. This Government’s failure to arrest the declining standard of
living of most Haitians despite the provision of millions of dollars in
international aid, has made it deeply unpopular. Aristide has aligned
himself with critics of the Government’s commitment to a structural
adjustment programme involving the elimination of import tariffs,
the privatisation of state-owned enterprises, and a reduction in the
number of public sector employees. For Aristide, these neo-liberal
economic reforms, demanded by international financial institutions,
the World Bank and International Monetary Fund in return for soft-
loans, will only benefit foreign investors and the country’s tiny eco-
nomic elite.

Although many Haitians seem deeply disillusioned by politicians of
all stripes, Aristide’s discourse is the only one with any resonance for
the poor majority. When (or should that be if) free elections are held,
Aristide’s party will most likely triumph, albeit on the basis of a low
turnout. Such a victory would bring Aristide one step nearer re-elec-
tion as President at the end of the year 2000.




Haiti’s own
‘Pinochet’

e impact of the Pinochet case continues to

I reverberate. In November, a group of Hait-

ian exiles living in France formed a com-

mittee to push for the arrest and trial of the |

former Haitian dictator, Jean-Claude Duvalier.

Gérald Bloncourt, a Haitian writer and poet |
who founded the Paris-based Committee to
Bring Duvalier to Judgement, said, “It is our
duty to make sure Jean-Claude Duvalier is tried
on behalf of the memory of the 60,000 victims

of his regime and that of his father Francois.” |

Duvalier fled Haiti in 1986, and settled in
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France, although the French authorities never
formally granted him political asylum. He was
allowed to enter the country on an eight-day vis-
itors’ visa, but the authorities turned a blind eye
when his documents expired. He had allegedly
brought with him a
fortune of tens of mil- |
PAPA Doc lions of dollars, and 1
B AB Do | lived in luxury on the |
v ' | Cote d’Azur until |
1994. Recent news ﬂ
stories report that Du- ‘
valier is now broke
and staying with \
friends.

Last December, the
French Justice Minis-
ter declared it was
possible that a case
against Duvalier could
e 5 be tried, but that the !
R Ministry of the Inte- ‘
history of the Duvalier rior had “lost track”

dzctatorsths, IR  of him. A few weeks

Baby Doc, by James later, from “some- |
Fer usomn, is currently out EENSNEEETISSEE S
of print, but copies can i ryr—— ]

be obtained from The bp

Haiti Support Group, French TV interview
I RSN gt claiming, “Ido not be-
and packing. (order /P lieve there was a lot of

the HSG - address on violence during my

back page) time (in Haiti).”

After hearing the in-
terview, a Haitian exile in France wrote that she
“was reminded of the terror that [ and my
friends’ families suffered at the hands of this
father and son dictatorship. I have members of
my family that were tortured and killed, and I
know that I am not alone.”

The Committee to Bring Duvalier to Judge-
ment is preparing legal suits to present to the
French courts. At a demonstration organised by

(from left to right) Benjamin Dupuy, Gislaine Fortuné Lamothe and Patrick
Elie, guests at a Haiti Support Group meetmg n London, November, 1998

Today, PreSIdent Preval Whlle he is not impl
_ing the programme of the Lavalas movement 1
lowing the dic Woods the Latin American Coordination Against Im-

punity at Place Bastille, Paris, on 22 January,
Gérald Bloncourt told the crowd, “Today, it
seems to us important to clarify that not only
Jean-Claude Duvalier but the whole of Duva-
lierism must be indicted. All of those who soaked

" institutiohs, has just recent]y visited Cuba in the con-
text of the links that are now being established through
CARICOM. Préval spent a week in Cuba [andf’ n-

cluded ten bilateral accords including agreement '
Cuba would send 200 doctors to help bolster the rudi

mentary Haitian health system]. We contemplate that

~ before the year 2000, that will most probably see the
re~elect10n of JeannBertrand Arlsnde he will pay a v151t '

their hands with the blood of the Haitian people
must equally, clearly, be prosecuted. His direct
entourage, his ex-wife Michele Bennett, his
father-in-law Ernest Bennett, those who sup-
ported him and succeeded him: Raoul Cédras,
Michel Francois, etc...must also personally
answer to their crimes against humanity...”




Football’s coming ho
- to Cité Sol

grassroots project in one of the worst

slums in the Americas is helping

Haiti find the players who hope to
emulate the heroes of 1974 and qualify for
the World Cup finals. Former political pris-
oner, Bobby Duval, has created three foot-
ball pitches on wasteland on the fringes of
Cité Soleil, and by providing food, educa-
tion and training, is grooming local kids to
become the stars of tomorrow.

Duval was incarcerated in the notorious
Fort Dimanche prison for 18 months for
speaking out against the dictatorship of
Jean-Claude Duvalier. Now, some two
decades later, he is devoting his considerable
energies to building his club, Athletic of
Haiti, and dreams of getting Haiti to the
World Cup for the first time since 1974. He
also hopes that the existence of the club will
help the disadvantaged kids from the slums
of Cité Soleil, where there are no recreation-
al facilities, and drugs and gang violence are
growing problems. In addition, the project
helps fight malnutrition among slum chil-
dren by providing the players with a morn-
ing meal.

Feeding the spirit
In a recent interview with The Independent
on Sunday, Duval said, “Food is what glues
this idea together. A lot of the kids came
here initially just to eat - it was their only
chance of a meal that day. Look at them

now. Some of these boys are big...They’re
playing in second-hand strips, wearing sec-
ond-hand boots, but they’re so happy. They
have a great spirit.”

Athletic has four teams, made up of play-
ers ranging from seven to twenty years of
age. A derelict building, destroyed during the
protests against the Duvalier dictatorship,
has been repaired and serves as a clubhouse.
Duval plans to construct a second building
for use as a girls changing room.

Hero of the past
The club’s main sponsor is the Pingouin
(Penguin) ice cream factory which is man-
aged by the nephew of Haiti’s best-known
footballing son, Joe Gaetjens. In the 1950
World Cup in Brazil, Gaetjens played for the
US team, and had the distinction of scoring
the winning and only goal in the sensational
(and then unprecedented) defeat of the
England team in Belo Horizonte. He went on
to play in France for Racing Club of Paris,
and in 1953, returned to Haiti, and organ-
ised a youth soccer league. On 8 July 1963,
he was arrested by Papa Doc Duvalier’s
Tonton Macoutes and never seen again.
Pingouin helps out by providing football
kits and soft drinks, but Duval says he
needs much more help to keep Athletic
going. He hopes that some of the city’s rel-
atively wealthy fee-paying schools, which
provide no physical education for their
pupils, will hire Athletic’s facilities, and
that the income will allow the penniless
local schools to use them for free. In the
meantime, Duval says he desperately needs
assistance, whether it’s money, or football
strips and boots of any size. Best of all, he
told Haiti Briefing, would be if a famous

English footballer came to train his players
- can we ask Gazza?

Heroes for the future

Five players from Athletic have recently
been selected to join a national football
academy that is training players at a com-
plex sited on the Duvalier’s former ranch in
Croix des Bouquets, outside Port-au-Prince.
One of the coaches is the Haitian football
legend, Manno Sanon, the player whose
goals sent Haiti to the World Cup in 1974 -
the first Caribbean team to qualify for the
finals. In an interview with Haiti Briefing
last year, Sanon said, “Most of the time
Haiti is the first Caribbean country to do
something. After all, we were the first
Caribbean country to have a revolution. We
are good at starting things, but not so good
at keeping them going.”

Sanon hopes to buck the trend and repeat
the feat of 1974 by taking Haiti to the finals
in 2006, although, as he says, “The country
is in a state, and the state of soccer here
reflects the state of the country.” But he
remains optimistic, based on the passion for
football that exists in Haiti despite the lack
of facilities. “There is nowhere to play.
When I left the country (in 1974) there were
not many cars, but now there are, and they
have built everywhere. Yet, we have pure
talent in the street. We are like Brazil - you
can still go on to the street and pick up good
players just like that.”

If it gets the support it needs, maybe
Duval’s project in Cité Soleil will help make
Haitians’ dream of football glory come true.
Sources: The Independent on Sunday,
Greg Chamberlain, Leah Gordon and
Charles Arthur.




