






H aiti is home to a small but growing
community of Muslims. Estimates
of the total number range from
three to five thousand in a nation

of about 8 million people. Two Islamic centres
in Port-au-Prince are among nearly a dozen
around the country started by those who have
converted to the faith.

Followers of Islam have recently stepped into
the public eye. Muslim men distinctive in their
kufi headwear and finely groomed beards, and
women in traditional scarves, are now seen on
the streets of several cities.

Nawoon Marcellus, who comes from the
northern town of St. Raphael, recently became
the first Muslim elected to the Chamber of
Deputies, Haiti’s lower house of parliament.

Abdul Al-Ali, the white-bearded, command-
ing imam or spiritual leader at the Delmas
mosque said, “I returned to Haiti in 1985 just
to preach Islam….I converted while I was in
Canada and we bought the space for the
mosque in 1993.”

local Lavalas representative, turned to me and
asked everyone if we could change the channel
to CNN and would I provide a rough translation
in English. We sat in “shock and awe” for nearly
an hour as “military expert” after “military
expert” provided sanitised explanations of US
military strategy and the effects of several types
of missiles raining hellfire down upon Baghdad’s
population. The commentary of these “experts”
was broken only by official White House brief-
ings, replays of the bombs falling, and interviews
with journalists “embedded” with the advancing
military troops soon to be unleashed on the
orders of President Bush.

About forty-five minutes into the broadcast,

a small message update scrolled across the
bottom of the screen announcing protests had
begun in San Francisco and Washington. I
translated it as another well-known neigh-
bourhood activist asked, “Why aren’t they
showing any of the images of the international
protests against the war we saw on the French
language stations? It is almost as if they don’t
exist for the US!” The room grew more excited
as he punctuated this last comment with, “It
reminds me of what the US press did to us last
November 25!” 

The consensus in the room was that there
was something dreadfully wrong with the way
CNN was lionising official US policy while

almost completely ignoring the protests against
the war. The assembled Haitian activists drew
a parallel between this and US media coverage
of a peaceful demonstration by tens of thou-
sands of Lavalas supporters in Haiti last No-
vember 25th. They felt their demonstrations
were ignored by the US press in a similar way
while much smaller rallies demanding the res-
ignation of President Aristide, a position many
here view as official US policy, were given un-
qualified weight and measure.
� Extract from “Is the U.S. funding Haitian
‘Contras’?” by Kevin Pina. The full text can be
seen at http://www.blackcommentator.com/
36/36_guest_commentator.html 

“Haitians would like to have the truth and
Islam will bring it to them. If we follow Allah,
peace be upon him, I think things can change.”

In impoverished Haiti, beset by a faltering
economy, some converts find the attention
Islam devotes to charity and social justice par-
ticularly appealing.

“If you see someone who is in need, the ones
who need help, whether it’s education, money
or what have you, we Haitians as a whole tend
to be very generous in helping with one an-
other,” said Racin Ganga, the imam of the new
Islamic masjeed, or prayer centre, in Carrefour-
Feuilles. He attended college and was intro-
duced to Islam in New York.

“Those who don’t have anything tend to
help out. It is in some way inborn to us as
Haitians, as well as Muslims, to help out. So
that principle of responsibility, of helping those
less fortunate, resonated very well.”
� Extracted and adapted from “Mohammed’s
religion finds a place in Haiti” by Michael
Deibert, 13 June 2002.

On 26 February hundreds of Muslims rallied in the centre of Port-au-Prince to express their
opposition to the war against Iraq. The demonstrators carried banners with slogans such as ‘Down
with all terrorism, down with all injustice’, and ‘Global disarmament, peace and equality’. One
protestor, Lugman Bilal, told Haiti Progrès that it was the will of Allah that they try to stop the US
thirst for oil leading to the spilling of Iraqi children’s blood.              Photo courtesy of Haiti Progrès.

Islam in Haiti

zaville (Congo), Lavalas Senator, Prince
Sonson Pierre denounced the US/British war
against Iraq. 

Senator Sonson Pierre described the mili-
tary action against the Iraqi people as a form
of genocide. He also denounced the “return
of brutal colonialism”, and suggested that “if
Saddam must pay for his crimes, so must the
authors of this war.”
� Sources: Haiti Press Network, PPN state-
ment, eyewitnesses.
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